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by some persons it is advisedly adopted, and openly
avowed, yet in many cases, for want of due watch-
fulness, it has stolen insensibly upon the mind; it
exists unsuspected, and is practised, like other habits,
without consciousness or observation.
In what degree soever this pernicious principle
prevails, in the same degree is the mischief it pro-
» ., ,, duces. The vicious affections, like noxious
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ing from the weeds, sprout up and increase ot them-
last-mention-selves but too naturally; while the graces
ed error. Of fae Christian temper, (exotics in the
soil of the human heart,) like the more tender pro-
Ck ' turn Auctions of the vegetable world, require,
dispoiiMons not only the light and breath of heaven,
not culti- to quicken them, but constant superintend-
vated. ence an(j assiduous care on our part also, in
order to their being preserved in health and vigour.
But so far from these graces being earnestly sought
for, or watchfully reared, with unremitted prayers
to God for his blessing (without which all our la-
bours must be ineffectual); such is the result of the
principle we are here condemning, that no endea-
vours are used for their attainment, or they are suf-
fered to droop and die, almost without an effort to
preserve them. The culture of the mind^is less and
less attended to, and at length perhaps is almost
wholly neglected. Thus way is made for the unob-
structed growth of other dispositions, which natu-
rally overspread and quietly possess the mind: nor
is their contrariety to the Christian spirit discerned;
perhaps even their presence is scarcely acknowledged,
except when their existence and their nature are
manifested in the conduct, by marks too plain to be
overlooked or mistaken.
This is a point which we will now endeavour to
ascertain by an induction of particular instances.

